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A man’s home rnay be his own 
little castle, but his private, unlist- 
ed telephone number appears to 
be everybody’s business as far as 
the Pacific Telephone & Tele 
graph Co. is concerned. a 


PT&T has acknowledged, in re- - 


sponse to a request from Leonard 
Ross, a member of the California 
Public Utilities Commission, that 
the private numbers of its sub- 
seribers are routinely revealed to: 


The Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy. the U.S. Fish and Wildhfe 
Service, the sovernor’s office, the 
collection offices of county hospi- 
tals, city social service depart- 
ments and the Army, Navy and 
Air Force. 

Hold on, there’s more: The list 
of more than 100 agencies and 
organizations that have access to 
your unlisted telephone number 
includes: the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission, the public li- 
brary, county adoption agencies 
the Forest Service, the Federal 
Cominunications .Commission, 
school districts and the Labor De- 
pariment. 

A spokesman for the PT&T 
szid he couldn't explain why some 
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agencies whose functions are not’ 
clearly related to public safety or. 
law enforcement are on the list.’ 
Neither can we. : 


The inclusion of the CLA on the 
list is especially disturbing. Does- 
nt PT&T know the CYA is not! 
legally: authorized to engage in 
domestic activity? Certainly the 
utility should have such knowl- 
edge--it’s been in ali the papers. 


suciety. If there is a need to know 


such numbers—a clear-cut ihreat 


to public safety and the legitimate 
interests of law enforcement—the 
affected agencies can proceed in a 
legal manner with subpoenas. 


Almost 30 per cent of the tele- 
phones in Southern California 
have unlisted numbers. Subserib-! 
ers. pay a premium of 15 cents a: 
month for their right to privacy, a 
right that is being short-changed. 
by PT&T.. i 

We think PT&T should hang up: 
on this matter. The utility obvi- 
ously has a wrong number. 
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